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Dear sir/madam.

I would like to take this opportunity as a member of a local government ratepayers association to express my
opposition to interference by the state government in the business of local government. Such interference has a
pernicious effect on the ability of local government to carry out its’ duties and to plan for the future in the
interests of the ratepayers.
My opinion is that since state government and its employees have no interest in any particular local government
or in the town it works for, there is no justification for any interference whatsoever, except in an emergency of
some kind. When state government thinks it has the right to override, dictate to, and bully local government, no
good purpose is served, and we have plenty of examples of this in recent years. When these misguided attempts
to impose a non-local political agenda on local residents are proposed, there has been no consultation
whatsoever with the ratepayers, and no consideration of their interests. I would like very much for this to
change. In future when state administrations wish to implement policy that affects local government and the
ratepayers, I would like there to be legislation that obliges our interests to be the priority consideration, and for
us to have the right of veto.
This is only fair, since it is our money that pays for local government, and there are plenty of ways to spend that
money without being forced against our will into expensive legal battles over idiotic impositions from less than
competent state administrations. Clearly these organs have no interest in reducing our rates burden, and as far as
my local government is concerned, actually have not made a single positive contribution in a long time, if ever.
We have not had any infrastructure improvements from state government as long as I can remember, and there
are none planned for the future, despite the obvious long term need.
Neither does state government assist local governments when problems arise. Often it makes problems worse
with the unhelpful, unresponsive, disorganised and inefficient bureaucracies that local governments have to deal
with. As a ratepayer, I would absolutely hate to have to deal with these state organs, and I feel sure that the
ratepayers’ association much prefers doing business with the local government, whose ear we have, at least
sometimes.
There is a need to strengthen the rights and independence of local government, and to recognise the importance
of the work they do, as this has not been happening for a long time. We need more protections from mad
emperors, and any kind of outside or corrupting influence seeking to benefit themselves at the expense of
others. Local councillors need to have the power to carry out their duties without being threatened or bullied by
state apparatus, otherwise they will become completely ineffective and all the good people will quit.
I hope that improved legislation can be put in place to enhance and protect local government soon, so that we
can carry out our business for the benefit of our communities, and put behind us the impositions and obstacles
of recent years that have stymied much progress.
We are in need now of stability and certainty to deal effectively with the impending challenges of deteriorating
living standards and drying climate, and I don’t see the state government showing any leadership or making any
contributions. Councils are already taking up some of the slack, but this will not continue if they have to operate
under duress, with democracy under attack, and people forced into apathy.
I hope it does not come to this. Ignorance and apathy are not up to the task of dealing with future challenges.
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